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Overview: 

Pesticides are actively spread in the environment as they are used extensively to control pests to 
increase the yield of crops. Pesticides continue to be a cost-effective efficient tool for pest 
management. Due to pesticide toxicity, farm workers and the general population who are 
environmentally exposed are affected and it leads to occupational, social and public health issues. 
Pesticide issue is a grave concern, as the health and safety precautions are overlooked by farm 
workers. Many deaths due to pesticide poisoning are suicides made easy by the wide availability 
of pesticides. 

Farmers are unaware of pesticide toxicity and its grave consequences. Awareness programmes 
on best practices of pesticides usage, behaviour changes by nudging on personal protective 
equipment usage, and proper handling of pesticides are important. Spraying of pesticides by 
drones and a poly-oxime-treated protective fabric suit are being tested. 

A comprehensive umbrella legislation is necessary with implementation of regulatory frameworks, 
surveillance, monitoring, and enforcement. Irrational use of pesticides, indiscriminate mixtures of 
different pesticides and illegal trade of unregistered, banned, and obsolete pesticides should be 
stopped. Agro ecological systems of agriculture are needed. A stringent pesticides management 
law to address pesticide issues will protect the health of farm workers and the public. 


